CWDOTHORUSy 

O R, 

Of the Exoteric and Esoteric 
Philosophy^ 

THAT I& 

Of the External and Internal Do&rite 
of the Ancients : 



The one open and public, accommodated to po- 
pular prejudices and the Religions cftabliflx'd 
by Law > the other private and fecret, wherin, N 
to the few capable and difcrcte, was taught 
the real Truth ftript of all difguifes. 



H <Ae fyvrav /•§ *e> rm nx its mrig aAtidnt* 

Pakmenides apod. Dioc. Laert. Lib. 9. Sc&. 22. 



LONDON, Printed in the Year 1710- 



^ 



gitized by GoOgle 



. ; , ,T r , . » .... . ' 

3 kh0W ft'6 T filtr *ti H bttft.' 
thingj'td^tgnft td others »j 
aHortier ' tTtfng : and afc ifltj 
kien ptofd5 to ^mite thd 
4frny?o R^k^feajfe «& 
lift 'as tHey j oi^hti At ttti 
ftth'e time tha^ fh* tr * •# ' B 
bwtfti to be'-hfatfc vakhtble 
than weiflih' ^ ^dnoiV tBdfc 
are by hiort witn^ ftefitatibn jbfe!erV^1>e1©feft2 
Which appears atit bnefyby ftfew ereer ap^licati* 
on to procure Metres ind titter, while they f *bai^ 
don the ihidy t>£ t iivi tt, ot ftir tty purfue 9c V 
but aifo by Xheyb^e&'deFerence they foataelefiffg 
pay to men of tidwer, and theindifferende or heg* 
left t'hey cbiftnYonly ihow to men of Learning, f 
fnall not fcrupiildtifly inquire into the caufes bfwflJ 
ptdcedirfg, Which aVe Iratidte and inditifdrfn j . but 
of all that 'can fce MgH% 1 ft^Hfe R'fe&T certaHif£ 
is the nfioft general a$i $tevaffingj; tbf rften being 
ooferv'd to be naturally ftnfl 'ofT ice * h, flfoy 
•"••-.' ■•'••' thrt» 
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6+ C "LID OP <H OR US. 

.thro lazinefs or occupation, few arc capable to 
| acquire the pofTeffioil of it j fome cunniqg perfons 
f thought they cou'd not better attain to Authori- 
*■ ty over the reft (which draws Riches after it of 
' courfc) than, by pretending to be mailers of this 
fame Truth. Next they gave out that they 
cou'd impart it to others, without putting them 
to any tabor, or diverting them from any bufi- 
nefs : ind as for a little expenfe, who wou'd 
grudge to give a price out of his tranfitory pelf 
for the invaluable jewel of Knowledge ? of not ' 
think it equitable to bellow a moderate reward j 
on men, that coii'd equally delight and benefit j 
him ? Nor did thefe crafty Empirics flop here, j 
They knew the falfityvof fafts, and the fallacy of j 
rcafonings, might at one time fcr other be deteft- | 
ed by racp of penetration. Whcrfbre, as theJDe- j 
yil is God's ape, they ,boafted of a fuperior and 1 [ 
fupematural. knowledge, not fubje£fc to the, rules j 
of Criticifm, nor a proper objeffc of the Under- 
ftanding. Nay, they went a greater length, open- i 
ly maintaining* that it was lawful to ly for the ! 
public good* to that the common people ({aid they) .i 
being incapable of $efle£fcion, ought to be manag'd 
by guile, and . to be deluded by agreable fables into 
obedience to their Governors. ThusMNEvis,an 
Egyptian king, impos'd on his fubje&s," by feign- 
ing an extraordinary communication with heaven, 
; Zor o a s t e r fuccefsfully . pra£tis'd the fame art 
on the Ba£trians .and other neighboring nations. 
Pythagoras^ after hiding himfelF for fome 
ititbe (as if Jie were dead) appiear'd again at Cro- 
|Ma, pleaching tjie joys ana torments of another 
%tp t . His difople Zamowis vaunted having 
i^ccpiy'd divine, Revelations in a cave, wherby 
he T gaia'd fjich authority, as to prefcribe what 
laws he pleased tb the rude Scythians. Mitf o$ 
|ad£piMENiDES in Crete, publifh'd the con- 
ference! 
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CLIDOPHORUS. 

ferences they had with Jupiter in their feve* 
nil retirements from the fociety of other men, on 
whom they obtruded their own fictions for divine 
commands. Who has not tead of Numa's in- 
timacy with the Ooddefc Egeria? from whom, 
if his own word ought to be taken, he learnt the 
Religion he taught the Romans. I fhall name no 
more out of the long lift, which the learned have 
of fuch antiquated feducers > nor any among thofc 
whofe Inftitutions ftill prevail, except for exam- 
ple foke Fo h i, So mm onoKodom, M A- 

HO MET) and ClNGHlS-CIiAN. DlODORUS 

S i c u lu s, and other antient writers, were not 
afraid to rank Moses in this elate, tho his laws 
!Jj>e truely divine, without any mixture of weak- 
nefs or folly. .But as this incomparable Legifla- 
tor ought to want no apology among Chriffians, 
to I have folely to do at prefent with thofe Heathen 
IMPOSTORS > who perceiving that what was 
built upon fraud, cou'd onely be fupported by force, 
they made it capital to queftion their di6bates, 
and highly difreputable (b much as to examine, 
let alone todoubt of them. ThePriefts, for their 
own interefl^ were not wanting any whefe to 
promote fuch penal laws $ and the Magistrates 
(partly thro Superftition proceding fjirom their ig- 
jaoi - ance> and partly thro Policy, to grafp at more 
power than jthe laws allow'd, by, the affiftance of 
the Priefts) have been commonly very ready to in- 
force thofe laws, by what they call'd whole fom 
/hverities. Hence no room was left for the pro- 
pagating of Truth, except at ? the expente of 
a man's life, or at leaft of his honor and imploy- 
ments, wherof numerous examples may be al- 
ledg'd. The Philofophers therrore, and other 
well-wiftiers to mankind in moil nations, were 
conftrain'd by this holy tyranny to make ufe of 
4 a two-folcl doctrine j the one Popular, accom- 

F 'modated 
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66 CLIDOPttOkUS. 

c modated to the Prejudices of the vtilgar, and 
* to the received Customs or Religions: the o- 
« ther Philofopbical) conformable to the nature of 
< things, and confequently to Truth; which* 
1 with doors faft fhut and under all other precau- ' 
c tions, they communicated onely to friends of 
* * known probity, prudence, and capacity. Thefe 
they generally calTd the Exoteric and Ejoteric^ dr 
the External and Internal Doftrines. That fuCh 
a diftin&ion they us'd, and that they pra&is'd ac- 
cordingly, I am now going to fhow (being xh$ 
fubjeft of this Difertation) by afeleft Colle&icm 
I made of paflages to this purpofe, out of abun- 
dance of others, fcatter'd up and down the and* 
tat writers. 




it. 

T ere I begin this Collection, in* 

wfpers'd with my own obfervation*, 

Cannot but deplore fuch a depravity 

»f human nature, as to find Chriftiam 

«nhappily conftrain'd any where, to 

regulate their conduct according to this Heathen 

diftinftionj tho they profefs the Religion of him 

who is Truth it felf^ and whofe Jervice is per* 

feft Freedom. Tney are commanded to love 

each other ) and to fpeak /£* T r u t h one to am* 

ther: but they fo obey* as if they were cxprefly 

injoin'd the contrary. Not onely every fe£b fii- 

rioufly dppofes anotner, and all of *em every one 

Jrou can name > butthofe of the fame fe£t ftandin 

mutual oppofition for the pooreft trifles in tha 

world| for airy diftin&ions, for a party-jargon, 

for 
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Ibr favorite (bunds, nay oftentimes for Qrtlables 
and fetters. Thfcy manifeft all the figns of a per- 
feft hatred^ by branding, defaming, ami avoiding 
ieich other % jtheir leaders ever fhdwing *em the 
example, a* ^f they Were afridd they fhouVl come 
to a better underftihding, and fooner or later per- 
fceive that they quarrcl'd about nothing. f nefe 
are £a£ts not jpofiifolc to be deny*d; And £s little 
cah it bedeny'd^ that, not content with this rah* 
cdr of mirttL or the narrownefs df their peculiar 
otions i they heartily plague each 
e$ and incapacities* with cxile^ im- 
nd other numberlefs ways: not to 
aft. of all evils 0eath* which at 
their opinion j till Pcrfecutioii 
i in the in$uifiti$m> as the utmoft 
this helliih Oeconemy of faith. IA 
:perience fufficiently evinces* that 
(covering, at leaft no declaring of 
idil places^ but at the hazard of a 
on, ittlploymentj or life. Tliefe 
:annot fail to beget the woful ef- 
rity, diflimulation, grdfs igndrancc* 
barbarity. What's moft of all to 
oc* lamented* is, that but too much of this leven 
ferments in the pureft Churches. Whit Grange 
turns are given to contfovcrfies, albout things ui 
thctrtfclves indifferent, and where both fides o( 
the queftion may be innocently maintain'd ? What 
feciet mfiniiatidns, what barefce'd calumnies, what 
unkind Jfaggeftibns, what injurious treatment of 
thole* who ought to be efteem'd and chcrifh'd as 
brethren? but who being thus fore'd to become 
enemies, and, fway'd by huinan frailty, are pro* < 

vok'd to repay their advetfaries in the like coin 
Vrith ufury. Among Priefts and Minifters in par- 
ticular (leaving every one to aflfume the name he 
Hies beft* for they are no more agreed about 
mmes than any thing clfe) what unmanly pump- 

F x ins 
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61 eLIDOFHOJLUS. 

ing and tale-bearing, what wiredrawing to an 
acknowlegemenf. brtheir thoughts, and depofing 
'cm if they are frank, or fufpe£hng 'em if reterv'd? 
Scurrility is the leaft exafperation, as being the 
commoncft. This muft of ncceffity produce ihifb- 
ings, ambiguities, equivocations, and hypocrify 
in all itsfhapes* which wil^not merely be'call'd, 
but actually cfteem'd, mceffary cautions: occafi*- 
on'd in all times, and places by ambitions Priefts, 
fupported by their property the. Mob $ thus de- 
priving us of the peace of life and the truth of 
religion, yea of philofophical difcovcries and im- 
provements, to the no fmall detriment of mankind. 
in all this affair Pride, is ever join'd to Intereft, for 
never was any Pri4e equal tothc pretenfe oi Infal- 
libility^ which has furnifh'd this juft obfervation, 
that as the Church o(Rome claims to be ever in the 
right, fo no other Churches will ever corifefe them* 
felves to be in the wrong. Submit therfore you mult 
right or wrongs or it will be theworfeforyouin 
all the refpe&sl have mention'd. And yet (what's 
a natural confequence) do but footh this fpiritual 
arrogance, the moft impious book fhall pafs cur- 
rent 5 witnefs that heap of Scriptun-contradittiom, 
Part. 2. as he thinks them, about Providence and the ori- 
Circ. io. g- n Q £ t j )e w^j^ according to the Mosaic ac- 
count, affe&edly put together by Berigardus 
i * in his Cir cuius Pi/anus, a oook othcrwife very in- 

genious and ufeful. He endeavors even to prove, 
Part. 3. that the being of GOD cannot be knowa by 
Cir«. j, 4. reafon, but onely by faith 5 and that the autho- 
rity of the books of Scripture cannot be prov'd 
by hiftory or reafon, but be implicitly and de- 
« voutly received . Yet this bounceing compliment 
to Mother Church, in the third part falfly print- 
Part. 1. ed the fifth, faves all. ffhere is more ftrefs to be 
circ. 3. laid on any miracles received and approvd by the 
pag. 152. cfo urc fo (as the cure of a flight ague divinely wrought) 
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CLllyCPHORUS. 6 9 

than if any wan fhoiCd fee aU who dfd in this age 
brought to life again, than if mountains were re- 
moved out of their f laces > than if a new world 
was created: fince in all thefe things there wou^i 
fiill remain the fufpicion of magical fraud, whence* 
they might be deemed not really performed (which 
one wolf ci think weite eafier lufpeded of an ague) 
Intf rather to be the fancies of our imaginations, or 
the illufions of our fenfes. The fhort and the long 
of this is, that we muft believe theGhurch rather 
than our own ey** if Berigardus did not 
banter, as well as coafc$ the old Lady's vanity, t 
doubt not, for my part, but he made ufe of the 
Exoteric and Efoterk diftinStion, to (ave his bacon> 
as w;e fay : or if any, who has not, read thofe Cir- 
cles or Dialogues, will have it that he did not, with 
all my heart $ -but I am juft going to demonftrate 
that others did, and that it was the commonpra&Lce 
of all the antient fchilofophere. 



III. 

HERFORE Parmemjdes^ 
was unqueftionably in the right, when 
he affirm'd that there are two forts of® 10 *-*-*-] 
Philofophy, the one according to Truth, ^ft^ 9 '^ 
the other according to Opinion: which 
is not oiiely true of the Greecs and Romans, but 
as certainly fo of other nations much more anti- 
ent. I know that the wotds of P a r m e n i d e s 
may be commodioufly underftood of the fallaci- 
Guificft and Uncertainty of the Senfes, which of- 
ten rcprefent things otherwife than they are in 
themfelvesj and muft therfore be examin'd and 
^ F 5 cfcrre&cd 
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70 cLf&apftafrm. 

corrc&cd by Rcafon. From the Senf<?$ arifes Q, 
pinion, from Regibp Dc^onftratiop : on the. foj- 
iper *re huddi'd up the prejudice* of the Vulgar, 
following the bare appearance of things % on the 
latter arc founded the axioms of th? Wife* w|k> 
confider things as thw are i$ themfelvcs. Qnt 
this is not tbp twoft>W r hjlofcphy |hat mafc*s <h*t 
fubje&, nor, what the ajuthor iat^idcd* bm t&p 
In A r i- other represented by IJ # * lo p o j$ v $, This vrfjt 

s PK T r Mh# ter a ^ ur ^ *?* *^ Pa*ms«ib>es h bif £#***- 
i.Piijfioor. r/ -^ fa books ac^ppapaodated to thp pulfc&c tftfte) 
/Sy* j&* ***/ water art the beginning er principle ef 
all things^ as ifhc Lad ackinowkdg'dthe world to 
have been $r$at$d: but that in bk 'J&fiterks (ar 
books ccrapti'd according to,t$$~'ttuth) be fay* 
the Univerfe is qnc* infinite, and ipmup&k.; iWt 
not only the <jliftin&ton of Exot$r#s as4 Efotericf 
is literally to he learnt, but an example of it like- 
wife alledg'd > nam.<?^ a beginning of ^hingp j&rjn 
terically^ but Efeterically the eternity and ineor^ 
vi<§ettttw niptibility of the Vniveifc. The Egyptians, who 
te-r* o do- were the wifeft of mortals, had a twofold do&rine : 
TUS.D10- the onje ftcrct* and in that vely refpeft fkcred$ 
c ulV», t ^ tc o^^cr popular, andeonfequently vulgar^ Whoi 
St r a bo, ^ there, that is ignoranr of their facred Letters^ 
Pluta».' Hieroglyphics, Forms, Symbols, Enigmas, and Fa^ 1 
chu s , Jam- bfcs ? Farr and $eaij was fpr^ad; tje fame of [the 
&*qttb£c ^fiJ^*? 1 * P*Hk>fophy> cepceattng things under ttie 
rouhi. appearance ef FahJej (fays Pjlutajich) and p% 
Be Itjwfpeeckef that contained objeure indications and argu- 
*jj^ DE ' ments ef the fyittb: which they tbemfelves expreflp 
t*&is± declarey by placing Sphynxes before mofi ef tbek Tettir 
pies*, thus inftmatinfo that tbejij stySfrifie ttneerning 
facred tbings y cenftfts in a fort ef wifdem which /> 
defignedly perplext, wd lying hid under Jfudfd' vei/s^J 
That we may give a fpecitnen of fupfc things a* 
U. ibki they concealed, the fane ef M 1 ke rva (faysF i<u- 
t arch again) wham they tfaiuk ta fa tfa f#m* t 

with 



gitized by GoOgle 



CL1Q&PH0RUS; £* 

W$thIfS>i$,hM thisInfcrfytionatSais: I am aix 

TIJAT WAS, IS, ANP SHALL BE: NOR HAS 
AN V M O RT AL DISCOVERED W H AT's I? IN 9 E B> 

My hood, Isis therfore, whom the vulgar, 
bcliev'd tp hayebeen a ^ueen, and of whom they 
had a thoufand difFerent fables j was the 'No-.. 
Jure of all things, according to the Philofo-*Id. ibid, 
phers, who held the UNI VERSE to be the 
principal- CjOD, or the fupreme being, and con- 
fequently abftrufe or obfeure, none feeing beyond 
the furfacc of Nature. But this they onely dif- 
cover'd to the initiated. To that of Sais corrc-? 
fponds another Infcription flill remaining at Gi- 

J)Ua> To THEE, WHO ALONE ART ALL. 

things, O Goddess Isis. Tho I am farr 
from defigning to emty common places on this 
occafloo, yet I cannot forbear inferring here 
part of a fpeech put into the mouth of Nature 
by A *u lei us. Mov'd by thy prayers, O Lu- Mctamor: 
ejus, behold NATURE, the parent of all)*' f \ Edir - 
things, /landing before thee-, the mifirifs of all the BJ^, 
element s r the initial flock of ages, the higheft of the 
higher and queen of the lower powers, the uniform 
appearance of Gods and Goddeffes, who govern by 
my motions the luminous beighths of the sky, the fa- 
lutary breezes of thefea, and the melancholy filenc* 
§f the nether parts :jwhofe one onely Deity under nu- 
merous forms, various rites, and different names, is 
adofd by the whole world. 7 His prayer like wife to 
Isis, or rather to Nature (as he himfelf 
explains it) may be read, with no lefs pleafure 
than inftru&ion, in the fame book. I cou'd bring 
many ptber proofs, that Is is in the mouth of 
the vulgar fignify'd a £>ueen, and Nature in 
that of the Philofophers.^r Pythagoras, 
that I may haftily pafs over all others, travelling 
for knowlege to the Egyptians, fufferM himfelt 
to be circumds'd* that, getting admittance into 

F 4 the 
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H CLIDOPHORUS. 

Clem. -*- the San&uaries, he might from the Priefts and 
Hb fTdit thc P ro P^ cts l eara t ^ lc gcnuin fenfe of the my- 
p otter 'ftical do&rinc : which, as I faid before, they 
pag. 3» difcover'd to none, except when intreated with 

the utmoft importunity, and foftcn'd by com- 

pkifancs and aifiduity. 

/ 




IV- 

I S double manner of teaching was 
[fo in ufe among ofher oriental nati-r 
ns, efpecially the Ethiopians and Ba- 
ylonians, the antient and modern 
Jramins, the Syrians, Pcrfians, and 
the reft, principally inftru&ed ljy Zoroaster. 
The Claffic books, and late Travels to this pur- 
pofe, are in every body's hands, The Druids of 
Dioo. the Gauls and Britons wou'd by no irjcans deliver 
La$rt. in t j ie j r m yfteries or fecret do&rines, to any except 
Se6L6\ I- t ^ ic initiated; that I may fay nothing of the He- 
ten* Am- trufcans, and other Occidental nations, no more 
mian. Mar- than of the prefent Chinefe, Siamefe, and Indians 
pellm. hb. p r0 p er iy f Q call'd $ the thing being fo notorious, 
if. cap. 9. ^ ^^ ^ deny'd by no body. From thefe feveral 
peoples, let us procede to the Qreec Philofophen, 
D 1 o g. jyioft celebrated is the fecret diftipline of P ytha- 
PythTg. goras 5 a ^ ter which original the AriStotelian 
Item JamI Act oaths,) or if you had rather Acroamatics^ have 
blic. Por. been copy'd. But of thefe latter anon. The dif- 
phyr. cum c ;pj es or Pythagoras were either Hearers or 
1 a us. Mathematicians) or Exoterical or Efoterical^ whbm 
we may render Exterior and Interior auditors, 
All things were declar'd to the Efoterical (but 
without witnefles) in a plain* perfpicuous, and 

copiqus 
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copious fpeech : while every thing, on the con- 
trary, was delivered to the ExoUrical^ in a per>- 
plext, ohfeure, and enigmatical mapncrj nor w^s 
any thing told clearly, except popular and vulgar 
matters. The filence injoin'd to the latter, or 
the probation they were to undergo, lafted five 
years, or two years at the leaft* but that of the 
former, whom they alfo ftiPd and reputed per/eft, 
was perpetual : not towards each other (as has 
been ramly believ'd by m^ny) but onely towards 
all thofe, who were not of their fellowfhip* 
whence that moft common maxim among them, 
that all things ought not to be Jeclar'd to all jbm.-Diogzv. 
They referv'd their own do&rines to themfelves, jSP^^T* 
as fo many holy fecrets > or if any others happened f * 
to be preient, they told their minds to each other 
by fymbols and enigmas or parables: whence it 
has unluckily happened, that fcarce any thing 
which was of ufe or moment among them, is 
come to the knowlege of the public * this being 
the true reafon of the obfeurity, or rather the al- 
moft intire lofe, of the Pythagorean Philofophy, 
Of this conduft I ihall give one example. Ly- Jamiuc. 
sis the Pythagorean fevercly chid his condifciple mvltaPY - 

HJ O r , . J if/iur r THAG. Cap. 

ipparchus, for having publiih dfome points , 7 . n o ; £ 

df the E/oteric Philofophy * and for having commu- \ f 

nicated to men, who were neither initiated, nor c "m. a- 

prepar'd by contemplation and the neceflary fci- jjj'?^ # 

ences, their matter's do&rine : whereupjon he was <>% 0m o r?1 

expeird out of the fchool^ and a monument <gen. conrra 

erefted for him, according to the cuftom of the Sj. LS p b,1# 

Pythagoreans, as if he had been a&ually dead. L^ 67*^ 

lib. 3 . pag. 
141. 

V. NOR 
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v.- 

wa$ fuch filcnce apd rcfervc pe* 

iar to the ?ythago«*ns. Let u* 

rforc proccde from the Samian to 

$trom. lib. Stagyritc. The Arifioteliam (fey$ 

^.pag^8i. — emens Akxandrwm) afferty that, 

of their writings fame indeed are if eiem $ white 

others are vulgar, and Exoteric. This is very home 

to the point, and the paf&ge is not a little con-* 

firm'd, if not much iliuftmed* Iw A v m; $ G * I** 

No&. At- li u s in the following words. %is /aid that of the 

tic Kb. 20. hooks and arts y which the Pbijofbpber Aristotle* 

*£ '• king Alex anmk's tutor, delivered fy his difciples % 

he had two forts. Some be nam'd Exoteric* others 

Acroatic. Such were calPd Exoteric, as taught 

Rhetorical fiudies, the faculty of pleading or fubtil 

difputatiom, and the knowledge of political of airs .* 

kut thefe were ftUtd Acroatic, that pertain* d tq the 

contemplation of Nature, and to dialeftical difyuifir- 

tions. He admitted all bis difcipks without di- 

itin&ion, and even fuch. of the people as pleas'd^ 

to his Exoteric lcflfons, which he read in the even? 

Id. ibid, ing : but be fpent the morning in the Lyceum upon 

explaining the Acrostic or Efbteric doftrine, t* 

which (purfues G e lh us)^ did. not indifferent^ 

admit every body, but with caution and choice- 

To Alexander, complaining that he pub-* 

liih'd and made common his Acroatic bpok$ d he 

tf. ibid. anfwerM, know that they are neither publi/h'd, nor 

yet unpublijh'd; feeing they* 11 be onely intelligible to 

tbofe, who have been my bearers. Aristot le's 

Pfcg.uij. Exof erics are mention^ by Plutarch, againft 

' r CoLOTES> 
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C o Lo t % s 3 and before him by C i c e ro* wh# j** Att '«« 
fomtitnes underftaais by them mdigeiied and un- ™^ *** 
finiflft'd treatifcs^ ia qontx^diftifl&ion to fuch as 
wqi C perfect and ftudioufly poliih'd. But his Exo* 
t fries are to be ; fought from none, preferably to 
Aristotle hirufclf, who refcrrs to them in, 
niapy places. The Stoic Philofophers, nay the 
Epicureans, bad certain fcqrets among themfclvcs* Clem, 4, 
Yhcrq^ they did not eafily permit the reading to . £*• Stron V 
cyery body. Plato wiiely providing for hi* : ' '*• 
cn^n, fafety, aft^r the poyfonous draught was ad* 
mi^aftq-'d to §o <? %#* * $ by po&nc and impious 
pjeasfons, wrote rather poetically* than philofophi- 
ca% i w^fforc, by cpically transforming the 
nature of things the elements, and the celeftial 
globes, with the paffions of the body and the 
qualities of the mind, into Gods, Goddefles, Ge- 
xiiufes, and Demons, he furnifh'd large materials 
for fables to th* Platonics fitffly fo call'cf * for 
night is not more unlike to day, than the mo- 
dern to the primitive; Platonics. J r pafs over in 
Jilence ((ays Ajpjjysju $> who for all his affc&ed I" A P° ! «- ' 
luxuriancy of ftile, is anjexcellent Commentator S ia ' ?*£• 
ogah^ Anjicws) tbofe fublime and divine Platonic * 1 9 ' 
doSrin^^^fdir^odby very few of the fiousj and 
ahffclutdy unknown ft every one of the profane. All 
PJUAT9V books ar? fo fuU, of the Esoteric and 
Efoteric diflinttion, which is the true key to his 
ttforks, that out of them alone I cou'd write a 
fizable volum on this fubjeft. Who is there that 
fcems to fpeak more pofitively about a begin- 
ning of the world, or a Creation in our language, 
than he ? and yet he's affirmed by Phurnu- Denat.De- 
rtjSy to h^ve maintained the U n i v e rs e to be <*• CK P- *• 
Jo ve. "Nay he plainly enough mfinuates fo much ^^S F 
himfelf in diverfc places. Befidesthat in his fecond Amft. 
book de Republican he divides Theology into fy mbo- 168S. 
Jical or myftical, and into philofophical ox demon- 
strative, 
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ftratiyc, of which diftin&ion hemafccs almoft a per- 
petual ufe. Wherfore I wou'd advife certain perfpns, 
who aflfeft citing of P lat o before other writers, 
to deal fairly, by acquainting their readers in what 
ftnfe he fpeaks: and whether from exotic traditi- 
on, or philofophical periuafion j whether Exotc*- 
rically and Vulgarly, or EfotericaHy and as a Phir 
lofopher. But the Academics, the true follow- 
ers of P lato (of whom prefehdy by themfdves) 
held quite another courie, and a much betftcr. 
Epbefian H e r ac li t u s, in the book which fcc 

Dio«,i*intituPd Qf Nature^ cxplam'd nothing clearly; 

rr^lib. 9. w hence he got 'the furriame of S'cotiniis, or OS- 
' ' fcure. Yet becaufe he fell under the blame of ie- 
vcral, on account of this obfeurity, fome body 
has honor'd his memory with the allowing Epi- 
gram. 

U. Ibid. You muft not Heracutus flightly ready 
&he way^ is rugged, and the book obfeure^ ' 
But if into bis finfe he does you had, 
AlPs flain } and like the fan it felf mo ft pure. 

The readers waited a key ? that might open 'em 
a paflage into his fecret meaning: and foch a key. 
that I may hint it en pajfant, is to be, for the moft 
part, borrow'd by the skilfyl from the write*? 
themftlvest 
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VI. 

U T difmiffing the reft , t which 
wou'dbe infinite labor to run over 
particularly, it was the cufiom of th$ jft™ J?" 

r . J J _ •( J -GUSTIM. 

Academics (fays Cicero) to conceal contri ; x. 

/ter opinion 5 ^^? 00/ /0 dif cover it to cademvlik 
any body, except tofuch as had Iiv'd "with them even 6 * 
to old age. I ihou'd have thought this an over* 
caution, unlefs I had known the Superfluous to be 
fo very jealous, and ever bent upon mifchief. What 
Cicero has fomwhere written about others, 
does not left appofitly agree to the Academics. 
2 'here are two forts of books, fays he: the one popu- D« fin.bo-' 
larly written, which they calTd Exoteric \ the other f ° r n jf b ma " 
more per fell Jy written, namely the Efoteric, which a ' " ^ 
they left in their Commentaries, or finifh'd Pieces. 
Hence he rightly concludes, that the fame Phi- 
lofophers do not always feem to fay the fame thing,****- 
tho they continued of the fame opinion > which 
is as true as Truth it felf, of many writers in 
our own time. Wherfore the incomprehenfibi- 
lity of the Academics, their dubitation and per-' 
pctual fufpenfion of aflentj were not fo propos'd 
and recommended, as if in effe6b they always 
doubted (which is impoflible) or that they retain'd 
their aflent,byreafonofthe infuperable incompre- 
henfibility of things : but firft,becaufe they were 
unwilling to declare their judgment of every 
thing indifferently 5 and fecondly, they were wil- 
ling fafely todifpute concerning all fobjedts what* 
foever, by equally maintaining both fides of the 
queftion. Nor will any man in his fesfes, we may 

reafonably 
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rcafonably believe, deny them to have a&ed both 
wittily and wifely, as things then ftood.M o s e s,thc 
moil illuftrious Lawgiver of the Jews (that I may 
' pafs over in fitence all the other Prophets, with thtir 
eternal types and allegories) is not difown'd by his 
followers, to have departed fomtimes from the ac- 
curate truth of divine and natural matters y and 
frequently to ; accommodate his wofds^ when 
v {peaking of GOD hitafclf, to the capacity and 
preconceived opinions of the Vulgar. This is in- 
fconteftable : and hence it is, that tne Rabbins 
vend fo many fables* and that there is fuch palpable 
. darknefs in the Cabala (I wifh it refted only tiiere) 
jfconccrning the Mosaic Religion and Repub- 
lic. Some of the Rabbins, however, were tnorci 
fabtle. What can be more Efoteric in fonie placed 
than the Talmud t ^hich rhal^es the Worlds not 
pnely pluralj but alfo niimberlefsj, tho it fpeci- 
lies the number of eighteen thoiifand* a certain 
fum for an uncertain:; befidesthat the Cabala^ 
we juft nam'dj makes the world infinite and eter^ 
hal* increated and immerife. Jesus Christ 
himfelf taught for the nioft patt in parables, ex* 
MiT.tf. jprefly forbidding tie children's triad, or tbft 
%6 .to.7.6 -which is holy, meaning the trud do&rinej to be 
Ma*-7* ca jf to the dogs: and admoniftiing his difciples* 
" after the manner of the PhilofophersjW/ to cafi thHr 

™ AT ' 7 ' 6 ' pearls before pwiney fince thefe animals trampling 
fuch ill beftoW'd gifts under their feet* and turn- 
ing again upon their benefa£tors$not with gratitude 
but fury, will do their endeavor to ttar theih to 
pieces. This is ever the way of the fordid and 
the ignorant* Wk [peak nmfdotii among them thai 
1 Cor. 2.6. are perfeft, fays Paul: lefi profoundly ther-* 
fore among the ruder fort, nor* do the other A* 
poftlet (fron^ ^hom I might bring toany paflages 
to this purpofe) fpeak a different language j thd 
fair be it from me to make any cotaparifori be* 

tweca 
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twfeftn them, ahd the nations or ft6* I have 
Wrtight On the Utege in this xiifcourfe. Thefc, as 
we have fhoWn, made ufe of fables out of fekr far 
craft j thofe imploy'd parables for edification, and 
the mofle effc&ual conveyance of their do&rine. 
Yet, that we may not leave this fubjc& abruptly, 
the firft notions arc not better known,than are the 
fymbols, tropes, types, allegories, fhadows, and 
toyfteries, which on -every occafion are alledg'd 
by all kinds of Chriftians. Tis not a thing ther- 
efore either fo ftntage dr wonderful^ that it fhou'd 
be eagerly controverted on ievwy fide, fhat it 
rfliou'dbe a matter of the niceft inquiry, and a 
iqueftitfn agititfcd ifrith no fmafl ^cmbern among fo 
prodigious a variety of fedte, what was in reality 
the original and genuin tfnftittnion of J i s us ? and 
SSris whether it be^ that afc The beginning it w& 
'involved in fach feezed obfeurky* or rather thtfc 
it Was afterwards thus pdrpleKt, by ! the invent*-* 
«fiis o$ the wily or the imaginations &f thfe weak, 
jfeat in whatever maimer it fo hap|>c!n ? d, 4 atfi 
%lewriright affoam'd of theffe Fathers? Itfho iiiirtte 
<fech brdiriary f&iohs as eating bwfcd, drinking 
■Wine, atad dipping hi Wdter, <>t wafliing^ with it* 
to paift for tremendous and imfffaihle my fifties. ^ 
Vdty intelligibte fcnd apj>o£te figures Wfi grant g^^, 
*cmto be, vd*y figmfietftivfc of thfe things they <**?*&.* 
freptfefetit dnd^chibitj but containing aothingter- *w«, 
iribleorabftrufe, much lefs inatters&te or incon- *W T *>*- 
-ecivabk. Nivertheldls, what thdfe gathers onely *W£? 
feigned to be M¥s tEki£«, that thfey might in ^yrye^ 
Nothing comefliort of the Hcathenifm they had 
fitted j thek fufceeffors took oareihdu'd become * 
unintelligible to fome purpofe, and bfe tremendous 
in more tenfes than ofte, or in any fenfe except 
that of the GbfoeL Yet for as nmu\ and fright- 
ful as the Fatiirs detcribM the Ghriftian 'Myste- 
ries, they orderM themto bemoft diligently con* 
. ceaTdfc 



aitized by G00gk 



8b CLIDOPHQRUS., 

ceaTd 5 left the Heathensfor others (to givetheir 
own reafons) might fcorn and defpife their fin*- 
plicity. > 



. "i > 



' VH. ■ .',»■:"-.; 

vhy do I infift on particulars r 
this diftinttion of Exoteric*! an$ 
'ical doSrixesj w&$, as k were, 
atbottc tftdblifhtnent of all nati- 
which fliows that Univerfality is 
of TRutH, unlefs it be mainr 
5 more wifdojn than folly, more 
honefty than wickednefi, more knowledge than 
ignorance in the world. I have a cloud of wit- 
nefles to confirm what 1 have advanced : but let 
Cl e m e n s Alexandrinus be their fpokefman and 
' omat interpreter. All they (fays he) who have treated 
' li^.pig. °f divine fubjeSs, whether Barbarians pr GreefSj 
.^8. did conceal /^Principles'/ things -> but de- 

liver' d the Truth under enigmas andfymbols^ urtr 
der allegories and metaphors. And indeed, not po 
fpeak of designing men, many others were per- 
fuaded, that both natural and divine things migfyt 
beft be explain'd by figures* Among thefe thjs 
Philofopher S a L l u s t 1 U s is not the leaft coiv 
fiderable : to whofe authority notwithftapding, ip 
this point, I am fair from a(Teni;ing. He lool^s 
upon it as improper, to be defirous to teach all )nen 
Inlibrodc a jjj, e ^ wfrat is true concerning the Gods $ fince this 
Mundo, "'* tb* unwifef who are incapable of fitch infiruStion^ 
cap. 3/ will breed contemh and in the wife lazinefs : wheras 
to conceal the 'Truth under Fables (adds he) refrains 
the formtr frQfn defpifwfa ffld necejfitates the latter 

to 
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' tt PhiioJbpbi%e 5 ft* obliging them to inquire into 
the fight mekfting ctf fach Fables^ which will not 
let titfie \f idle OH their hands; But ^hete is the 
neceflfry, wh*t is the end, of leaching the Vulgat 
anyltihtg ehey eanfcot underftafjd or pra&ife? and 
is for the Learned, tils a jteft m t&lk of exetfeifing 
their dillg&tee* when tiffte can never foil them 
ki impldying th^r induftry about what is intelU* 
gible and uftftill : for all thofe ftudics are vain,. 
feperfluous, nay ridiculous that relate- to matters 
ift thcftifeive* iteomprehenfible, or of no manner 
of concern to human life. Not plainly to fay and . 

Erofefa all yotithihk, or fd <fo k oy circuit 
)cutk>n ana figuf^Sj is one thing: bfcttis quite" 
toother things to ^>eafc p ogtively againft yoor 
own judgment, or agdinft the Truth in tttf 
figure of fpedeft whatever. Fof &U this, I am 
oblig'd as *. hiftorian (fince the Hijfory of the 
Exorefte dnd JSfetefic Philofophy is my prefont 
(Ubje£t); to itlate, that there have been of old, 
& well as at this tfche, feveral great men 5 who 
declai-M it their opinion, that ¥r aud *nd S tf- 
VkRSTtt id n were Hewjfary means, fakeeptbe 
tvfnmon people irigood&rdef. Among fuch S t r a b o, 
a man hiteftlf not in the feaft fuperftitious, juftly 
claims the foremoft place. In the firft b^ok oif 
his invaluable Geography ) he expfeflfes his judg- Edit, 
a&cnt in the following words, fkefe [fpeaking Amfh 
of artizam and the reft of the mob] art turned W $*• 
froto their vices, 'When either by tvordsi, or certain 
frightful reprcferitatiens, they learn that pmifl- 
ikents, and terrors, and commiHations, procede frote 
the Gods, of thht they believe fuch things have been 
infliftcd on any Per fens : for tis mpoffible to govern 
the bulk of women, and of the promifcuous vulgar, 
by Phitofbphical difcourfes, or to lead them into re- 
ligion, piety, or fidelity; but to this purpoje Sir- 
s' e R s T i t 1 N if found ta be necejfary, which 

G can 
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can never fubfi ft without fiftions and miracles. PHler* 
fore J u p i t r r Y thimdetbolts r M i N ervaV 
Jbieldy Neptune V trident^ the Weber andfer-. 
pents of the Furies* <w*i thofe fpears which are 
reckoned the arms of iheQods^ are. ali* Fables* 
as well as the Whole ANTiENt T h ft o t, o g y / 
' for thefe things were received by L e<* islator s, 
as fo many bullbeggars^ wherby to keep iff order the 
filly part of mankind! ''"• Nor i$ Strabo, as 
I hinted before* fingle in this opinion concerning 
Edit. t he ufe of Fables. -Homer, which Dionysius 
pae. i8r. U a fc arna JF eus 'tdls u$ in his Zifo if/Jj a paradoxic 
* *#/ and fabulous narration of things * that be may 

fill his readers with diligence and admiration^ and 
render his auditors amaz'd. That all his Gods are 
pure natural caufes, qualities^ incidents, and c- 
venti, are prov-d in. this very Life : but mor$ 
'r&kku- particularly and exprefly by Hbraclitus* 
tov, ovyj- whofe Allegories of Hom£r defervc to be care* 
J^J^fuHy perus'd. I fliall neither obftinately deny* 
to17kata l ^at the horror of Superftition, inftill'd into the 
'oijw&v minds of men* never produe'd any good > nor 
p\&<r<pr,- ^hall I $afily grant, that it ever hadfo defireable 
aIIT™' m e $ e & : f eein g that, the circumftances of all 
tHuyvli- things duely confider'd, it muft neceflarily hap*; 
koj, <TQ<pa>- pen, that Superftition fhou'd occafion more evil 
TAT&tK& than good in the world. But granting that Su- 
*v<tyw perftition had at any time prov'd beneficial to the 
•TATat* p^j^- y Ct at other. times without number, an4 
in things of incomparably greater importance, it 
-will be found detrimental^ deftrufHvc, and utter- 
ly pernicious j /nor advantageous to any, except* 
frig Priests or Princes, who dextroufly 
turn it to their own intereit, thp even thefe are 
not always able to direffc it at their pleafure. It 
-does notonely everywhere difturb private fociety 
-and concord, and fomtimes bring its facred 
and fovcrain managers to the laft extremities $ 

but 
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but too often diforders, or auite overturns, moft. 
floriming Governments, wnich the Hiftorics of 
all ages and nations make evident by. infinite ex- 
amples. As for the particular pcrfons blafted with 
this contagious air, it never leaves 'cm a moment's 
tranquillity, waking or dreaming, in occurrences 
of life, or at the point of death. 



sj 





VIII. 

O pafs over many paflages out of the 
moft noted Apologifts tor Fabks,fuch 
as thofe I have already namVl, toge- 
ther With PrOCLUS, PoRPHYRYj 
jAMfeLICHUS, M ACROBIU S (not 

tbfpeakof Orpheus^Empedocles^ Par- '. 
Menides, and fuch other of the Antients^ who 
wrote allegorically) Timeus ilocrus, that ex- 
cellent difciple of Pythagoras, teaches the 
fame do&rine with S t r a b o : for he thinks Su- 
per ftit ion to be no lefsneccflary than the latter, for 
the reftraiat and government of the people. ThO 
the paflage declaring this be a little or the longeft* 
yet I fhall wholly infert it here out of his golden 
treatife concerning the Soul of the world i efpeciallft 
becaufe it is from thence moft m&nifeft, that nei- 
ther Pythagoras nor the Pythagoreans be- 
lieved the franfanimationy or Tranfmigration of UTiU ; 
Soithj for holding of which they are fo famous : 4^**?;. 
'but that by this word they did Efottrically uh- 
derftand the inceffant flux or motion of all things, 
and the perpetual change of forms in matter, one 
never decaying or dying but to begin and take on 
another j while Exotertially they cud, to thep^o- 
G x mifcuoqs 
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mifiraoas croudy aife&ecBy preach the Egyptian 

vide He- Revolution of Souls, for the mmiflxment or re- 

w,° i° n. **«*<* * feat ^ tramfaflbod m the Body. Thifr 

113. * l^ft docs certainty transmigrate, *evolv£, inter* 

change, or however otfacrwifeit may be common 

efcoufly cxpreft y as no lefs does the Soul in the 

fenfe of thofe, who will have it to be Ether 

afting by the mechanifm of 'the Brain and Nen^s f 

which are the proper organs of thinking and 

.. feeling. But let us hear our Author. A good 

Ami. par. Vnderftanding (fays Timeus) and the antient 

;6j, f66. Pbilofopby y after purging the mind from falfe opini- 

~ons and imbuing it witb % %io$lcdge y have delivered 

it from great ignorance y and excited it to the con- 

teriplAtion of divtoer fufyeSr: in wbkh things if 

aty be fo comxrfanty as to live content with his lot y 

to bo mov'd at nothing incident to humanity, and adds 

to, diligence temperance, thai man is certainly happy. 

To whom foevertbet fore the Divinity has granted this 

faaer,be 9 by thoTKV%STY?Hii+osoviSLXyis led* 

tct the ma ft confuntinate felicity. But if any JRerfotv. 

witt continue refratiory and obftinate, he Jball b*s 

nent- both fryn the Laws, and from 

,■ ifrbich denounce celefti aland infer* 

k as that unhappy ghofts will meet 

h forments, and tbofe other things 

HoMER k ppet has deliver' d out of antient 

r a$ we cure the bodies of ftckper* 

fort of feritedies, if they refufe the ; 

mofP wtfoiejom ^fr we keep the minds of men in order 

by fAkfrB REAsoNSy if they will not be get- 

'Oern'd by true ones. Wherfore there is a rxceffity 

Namely of fetching thofe form torments : as that there is 

Egyptian. TRANSMIGtlATION OF THE S O V L, thofe 

of Cow&rds poffihg into female bodies, affigrid^cn* 
for adi/grace'y thofe of Murderers into be aft s of 
PWl* fa a pnnijhment$ thofe , of Luxurious perfons 
int^o the form of fwine or goats; thofe of Infonftant.. 

and 
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find Boafmg fettmh **** animals flying in tht air*, 
and thofe if the Sinful and the Idle* of the Ufa 
Jeacbabk and the FopUfhj iteotbi animate 

living in the water. Here beho Jluftri- 

ous example of the double Philuuupny, or Tfys- 
x>logy* if you'd wW* hays it bl Here's thetr^e 
key, for opening the Egyptian gnd Py th*goreaji 
Myfteries J Nor *r$ w« Co wonder ^py longer, 
4&at the fame men do not always feem to fay the 
fame things on the fame fubfefys, w^.jpoWcfp 
^an onely be folv'd by the di^iriiUon ottbi Ex- 
ternal and Internal Dpfirine/jfn application to the 
^aldefm fie/urretym is T£ry ealy. 




IT I may pow retwjnin partioij'- 
to Fables, beperfuaded of this (lays De oat, 
lURNUTUSj the Philofophizing Deor. cap. 
vine, to his fon) thgt the Ant lent $ dt. 
re no contemtible per/ons, but capable 
. fo under jiand the nature of the Univerfey and (ecu,* 
liarly happy in philofophicslly explaining it by fym- 
hols and figures. This I can eafily grant, andth^t 
the knowledge of the nature of things, is much 
tetter convey'd by aliegoriqs th^ui &bles : for 
allegories do onely cover the Trutbj while fa- 
bles confound and quite overwhelm it. Nothing De Das ct 
is better known, nut Fables, urges Sallvstiu*, Mund <v 
declare to all* men the, exigence of the Gods :• yft **?* *' 
'who and of what kind they are, they manifeft to 
thofe alone that are capable. I would gladly have 
it fo : but who are they that are capable ? or 
that, in fuch Cimmerian darknefs,can onely grope 
put the Truth? who can accurately diftinguim, 
G j whether 
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whether the point in queftion be a real matter of 
fad, or a fable invented at pleafure ? when We 
fee the learned and unlearned, whole communi- 
ties and nations, divided on this fubjeft. What 
is^Hiftory to Caius, is a fable to PubliuS. 
Where's the contemporary witnefs ? or whoelfe is 
to be traded ? what end or limitation will there 
be of Fables, if once yoti allow the ufe of them? 
how many obje&s or reverence and falfe wor^ 
(hip, aro owing to Fables mifuriderftodd ? how 
Inany Gods and Goddefles? whofe rites and fefti- 
vals beget idlejiefs and debauchery, drulikenpeis 
and floth, which are the fruitful fources of all 
vice (while the Pricfts of thofe imaginary powers 
are gainers by the public lofs) which Can neither 
be laid nor imagined of figures and fymbols. 
Plato was fo lenfible of this, that, in the fe- 
cond book of his Republic? he forbad all thofe 
Fables concerniag the contentions and wans of the 
Gods, their rapes, adulteries, {laughters, lies, 
thefts, diftrefles j with fuch other crimes and ca- 
lamities, as begot wrong notions of the; Gods, 
or 'that perverted natural morals by their exam- 
ples : for men will never think that to be a vice 
6r impcrfe£tion in themfelves, which is a virtue 
fcr perfe&ion in the Divinity. Wherfore the 
ftmc Plato banifh'd Homer, yet with di- 
ftihguifhing marks of honor 5 tho he well 
knew, that all his Fables vail'd natural matters; 
but to the Vulgar they feem'd fo many real per- 
fbns and ftories that had certainly happen'd 5 as 
the reverence of objefts, excited in the learned 
by images, terminates among the unlearned in 
the images themfelves. For my *|>art I do en- 
tirely agree with Plato in the feid fecond 
book, that certain things? as thofe above-men- 
tioned, ought pot to be publicly received? whether 
fabuloufly delivered or otherwije : for young People 

ete 
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are not able to diftinguifh if fuch be Fables or not ; 
and the opinions that are imbiVd in that tender age, 
can fear ce ever be reSify V, or they are eradicated with 
the greateft difficulty. This is prov'd undeniable 
by daily experience. O but, fays Dionysius Edit. 
Halicarnaffeus in the Life of Homer, it ought Am( *- 
not to appear ftrange^ if by enigmas and certain fa- pag * 31J * 
hulous difcourftSy he delivers his conceptions^ for 
this is occaftotfd partly by poetry y and partly by the 
wftomqf ttfe jfyaknts : that the lovers of learnings 
tying delightfully attracted by a certain elegance^ 
might the wore epfily both feek after truths and dif- 
mvjerit} and that the unlearned might not defpife^ 
tbofe things , which they cannot under ft and. For 
there is 4 time$ when what is figuratively faid, he- 
come; pleafanf 1 and what is flearly explain' d } con T , 
temtible. This I allow to be a fufecient apology 
AS to every things except Religion* wberiQ 
I think all Fables to be intolerable, and that no 
Allegories ought to be admitted, but onely in ex- 
preifilg the Divine Nature and Attributes. 
To fay that Fafrles willquipken qur diligence, is 
the feme ple$ with thsit for Myfteries 5 as if time 
lay heavily op our hands, and that we had no o- 
ther occupation but Criticifm. Befides that if 
the one or the other be explicable, why not con- 
temtible after they become known, according to 
the reafoning of Dionysius and others T or 
if both of 'cm be incomprehenfible and unfa- 
thomable, our diligence is in vain, and we are 
cxercis'd about nothing* or, which is the fame; 
thing, to no purpofe. 
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conceiving, explaining, and dtela* 
ng the Divine Nature and 
lt tributes, i readily own that 
ymbols and Metaphors arc notonely 
it and ufeful, but the laft of f em 
even abfolutely neceflary. Nor, in truth, can 
any ideas of them be otherwifc imparted to the 
illiterate, of which this is not the place to rendefc 
a reafon. But, as farr as the matter concerns our 
fobjeft cf the Exoteric and Efoteric DoElrine^ the 
moft antient Philofophers, being no left cotifcioug 
of the faid difficulty relating to vulgar concept 
tions, thanjuftly cautious agamft the detraftioii, 
malignity, violence, and rage of the fuperftitiou*, 
were not fo follicitous to conceal any thiftg, as 
their real judgment concerning the Divide 
Nature: for they obferv'd that few kept 'a 
fedate temper in difcourfing on this point, either 
when, they were not able to maintain thdr own 
opinions, nor to confute thofe of others. For 
this difpofition we have accounted before in the 
Priefts, who ftampt the fame.impreffion on the 
minds of the People. What Reafon cannot fup- 
port, Force muft : and that fhall not be permit- 
ted to be told, which fhows the Multitude to be 
ridiculous, or their Guides impoftors. This put the 
Philofophers every where on their guard. Simo- 

?/*?L D ?" N]HE>E ** as we arc * n f° rm 'd by Tully, fo» 
ing aslCd by the tyrant Hiero, what GOEf 
waS) or of what nature ? requefted tbt'fpace of one 
day to think on the fubjeft. When the day after > the 
fame demand was reiterated, he beggdfor two days. 

But 
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But when he had frequently i\ 
days, attd Hibro admiring a 
'hcaufofoid he^ the longer I 
"men obfiure this thing appears, 
-nothing to anfwcr: but that 
tcH the truth, or to do fo witi 
^euintocution, a* by the exan 
Jofophers might be eaftly prov 
MSkJfan^ when Cresus dentt 
#* thought of the GODS? 
days for deffieration, anfwer*^ 
that Tertullian (after I 
lias riot confounded H i e r o a 
Monides and Thales. 
0f Megara was asffd by feme bt 
nmr* the GODS, and in wht 
delighted? As to all other things, 
was ignorant : hut one thingheh 
they hated curious perfens -, for I 
wgre, that a great qucftioner 
6 t i l> 6 being likewife ask'd 1 
ther the GODS took fleafure \ 
fir at ions ? Tou fool. (hid he) do 
fuch things in the ftreet^ but at 
ufe almodft of the fame expreffic 
Br on the Boryfihenite anfwc 
ask'd him if there were any G 

Old man y have you the froudfarr off removed? 

ThefePhilofbphefs cau'd have all made proper 
anfwers, but they were unwilling to difpleafe by 
declaring the truth j left tfiey fhou'd bring the 
Vulgar on their backs, whofe inconfideratenefe 
has in all ages proved che greateft fupport of the 
Pricfts : Jmomuch that even in a certain Chri- 
ftian Church it is grown a Proverb, that the 
Ignorance of the Laity is the Revenue of the Clergy. 
Agreeable to what has been related of feveral Phi- 

lofophers, *- 
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lofopbers, I have fomwhere read of the famous 
Rabbi Hillel, that to one inquiring of him 
with great curiofity, What was the nature of 
GOD r if I knew it y my fon (anfwered he) yet / 
-jftotfd be fart from telling you my thoughts about it. 
Letters to Tq illuftrate this point yet further, by what I 
Serena, obferv'd on another occafion; the true reafon 
p * 1 **' why at a certain time the theory of the Starrs and 
Planets was fo little, or at leaft not fo generally 
known in Greece, was : that the common people 
wou'd not endure to hear thofe things made fubr 
je£b toaPhilofophicai examination, nor explained 
by the ordinary laws of nature, by involuntary 
paufes, and blind faculties y which they were 
taught to be intelligent, eternal, and immortal 
GODS. And therfore when A n a * agoras 
difcover'd that the moon had but aborrpw'd light 
from the fun, and fo gave the reafons of its wax 
In vita N i- anc j wan e r fuch a do&rine- (as Plutarch affurcsus) 
C1AE * durfl; not be made public j but was fecretiy com- 
mitted to very few, and even to them under 3 
promifc of fidelity. What examples cou'^1 1 not 
produce to the fame purpofe ! 




XL 

ERF ORE, things (landing on 
lis foot, no wife man will deny but 
'lato fpoke divinely, when hqfaid, 

E&' s"r' liat t0 di f co ™ r the creator and parent 

RA H. , f the Univerfe> was difficult: but to. 

vol. 3. p. explain his nature to the Vulgar ^ intpoffible. y which 
a8# is not the lefs true, were this Vulgar ever fo wil- 

ling to underftand. Confonant to P l a t p fpofcc 
Demophilus the Pythagorean, frying % that 

to 
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to begin any difcourfe about GOD antang men of 
prejudiced opinions y is by no means faf el for whe- 
ther truth be told to fuch or falfhood^ tis equally 
ddngerous. From this difficulty therfore, or ra- 
ther diffidence and caution, fprung Varro's 
threefold Theology ', the Mythical, Phyfical, and 
Political 5 or the Fabulous, PhUofophical, and 
Civil: wherof the firft and the laft fort are certain A P^ A J- 
jnasks of Truth, or rather ingenious fubterfuges Evirate * 
from telling it. They tall that the mythical Theology Dei, lib, $. 
(fays V arro) which is chiefly us y d by the Poets, the cap. r . 
phyfical by the Philofdpbers, and the political by par- 
ticular nations. The firft and the laft he abfo- 
lutely reje&s \ but approves the fecond, which Ibx ^ 
metis tars can more eafily indure within the walls of 
a School than abroad in the open Market-place; 
becaufc, as he there fays, naturalTheology rilated 
to the UNIVERSE* than which thofe Philtf- 
fophers, fays August in very rightly, judge no- H>id. 
thing more excellent toexift. Among the reft this 
ii moft notoriously true of the Stoics, who reduced 
all she fabulous ^uid popular Theology to the na- 
tural i or fo explain'd all the fables of the Poets 
and the Vulgar, as tQ have been originally meant 
of natural caufes and 1 effefts. They were too fa* 
gacious to admit the truth of fuch things in the 
literal fenfe, and too prudent to rejefib them all as 
norifenfe : which led them of courle, by the prin- 
ciple of felf-prefervation, to impofe upon them a 
tolerable fenfe of their own* that they might 
not be deem'd wholly to. deny the Religion in 
vogue, but to differ onely from others about the 
dchgn and interpretation of it. This artifice, 
which t fancy has not perifli'd with the Stoics, 
cout'd not dcape the penetration of C i e e r o, 
who' yet had fomtimes recourfe to it himfelf. 
Firft Ze no (fays Co tta) after him Clean-Dc Nat. 
thes, and then Chrysippus, were at great Deor.libj: 
pains to no purpofe y to give a reaf enable explica- tt P- 2 4" 

* tion ^ 
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iion of conmmtitious Fables* and to acwyt for tki 

etymology of the very fi+mcs of every G.qd: wbkb 

when you do 9 adds he, you plainly intimate ^ tbpttbg 

matter is quite etberwife tb$n thf bulk of mami^d 

believts ; you pretending that fuch as are held /#? 

Gods, do rather denote the natures of particular 

things, than the tyftory of divine perfons. {fbt 

feme C ic e r o does often dfo&ffe express his t* 

verfion to Fab}es$ as beiqg, if ;apf: the par#«^ 

x - y^ certainly the foftercrs pf Superftitipn. Fr<m 

lbuLib.2. ano iher rcafon, iays he, and indeed a phyfityl m^ 

wp * * 4 ' has proceded a great multitude of G$m s : which* 

. being introduced under human Jbape,. have fupplfd 

the Poets vyitb Fables, but at th( fyme time bavi 

filPd the life of men with all forts yf Superftthon* 

He that wou'd no? be %t the pains of turning #yer 

many volume*, md yet is dWirpu$ tp learn th# 

Phyncal explications, which flip Stpic and other 

Philofophers gave of the Heathen My thqlpgy, of 

the very names as well as of the hiftqj*iss pf cachi 

*oi/p^i/7(w G-oj and Cjoddefs ; I re^ppnpend to him th* 

eiTntrX fmaU trcatife wntten by Co r n.u tu?, yukwly 

$u*p w- caird PhurnXttus, of the nature of the Gpps, 

€T€«f : or, as not o&ely the mofi ingenious, but hkewife in 

? s * n fc*™ all refpeas thebeft. v 

fcripts, 

Kovpvov- 

70V ZTt- 

$&[/* r«y 

KATA 7W 

x«k dgoe/- All* 

flf 0H *~ WB®Q@i H A ^ * ma y ftow retu w to varro, 

his account of the antient triple Thco*- 
logy is wholly approved oy Plu- 
tarch * who even tranferibes his 
words, tho inverting the order a 
DcPladt kttle, as the following paflage makes as clear as 
Phiioioph. the fun. Tbey, who have delivered u&o us the 
lib.i cap.6. Worship 
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Worship op the Gods, made ufe of three kinds 
of forms $ the natural? the fabulous y and the legal: 
the Philofophets teach the natural, the Poets the 
fsbmbtiSy and the federal Governments appoint theit 
own laws, that is, by inferring into the Calenders 
the Hero* of their own country, the Inventors of 
ufeful arts, and foch asbecame any way Bencfa6torsi 
to mankind. Such, as thefe, having been firit 
confecrated to immortal memory in the Fafti by 
the Magiftrates, were next advanced by the Po* 
pulace into the fame immortal nature of the 
Gods, whofe anniverfary feftivals were mark'd 
there : and the more knowing or learned exposed 
their folly, at the fame time that, by their Alle- 
gories, they pretended to vindicate thofe Gods 
from contemt 5 thus no lefe dextroufly, than pru- 
dently, concealing their own opinions, Wot 
onely before P l tr r a r c K," but likewife before A P ud A u - 
Varrd, the Poiitif S c e v o 1, a diftinguifh'd c"d Ub.t 
thefe thiee kinds of Gods: the fir fi owing their cap. 17. 
being to the Poets, the fee end to the Philosophers^ 
and the third to the Legiflators or Magiftrates. The 
firft fort he efteem'd idle and ridiculous, nor 
cdu'd he help judging the laft to be moft falfe, or 
in other words ^n impofture* tho nevcrthelefe 
he wou'd not have it much difturb'd, much left- 
to be totally abrogated." ! Eor he was of the fame 
opinion, which *was afterwards openly defended 
by Marcus Varro : that many things were true. Ibid. cap. 
which it was- not onety ufeful the People Jbou'd not 3 l * 
know $ but that, tho abfolutely falfe ^ it was expe- 
dient the People fbou'd believe otherwife. This is 
at prefent f he favorite maxim, not of two or three 
pcrfons onely in a country, who juggle with the \ \ 
public, and imagine that deceiving the people is 
the bigheft Reajoh of State, but tis likewife the 
common cant of taany others, elevated indeed 
above the vulgar rank, biy: naturally timorous, 

Di- 
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or pfoftiftite. time-fervers. We ought in thd 
mean while moft carefully to obfenre, that the 
Priefts were every where the caufe, vrhy the 
Philofophcrs invented thofe occult ways of ipeako 
ing and writing. For while { the Priefts in* 
diiftrioufly conceal'd Jtheir. Myfteries,* left* being 
clearly undcrftood* they might by the Philofo- 
phers be expos' d tp the laugh tet of the peo- 
ple^ as fabulous* felfej and ufelefs: the Philofo- 
phers* on the other, haiid^ eoftccal'd their fcri-i 
timents of the Nature of things, under the veil 
of divine allegories 5 left being accus'd of im- 
piety by the Priefts (ytfiich often happen'd) they' 
might be fcxpds'd in their turn to the hatted, if 
not td the fury of the Vulgar. Now the Philo* 
fophers holding this cautious conduft to bekwful, 
and even neceflary, as I faid* on the account of felf* 
/ prefervktion $ I eafily conceive the threefold paf- 
fion of a true Philofopher at facrifice to have 
keen, defpifing the Mob, detefting the Priest^ 
and delighting in his own Liberty; 




xiii. 

H A V E more than once hinted, that 

the External and Internal DoHrine^ arc 

as much now in ufe as ever j tho the 

diftin&ion is not fo openly and pro- 

fefledly approved, as among the Ami* 

cuts. This puts me in mind of what I was told 

by a near relation to the old Lord Shaftesbury. 

The latter conferring one day with Major Wi ld- 

man about the many fc6ts of Religion in the 

"World, they came to this conclufion at laftj that* 

notwith- 
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nptwithftanding thofe infinite divifions caused by 
the intereft of the Priefts and the ignorance of 
the People, All wise men are of the 
same Religion: wherupon a Lady in the 
room, who feera'd to mindtfier needle more than 
their difcourfc, demanded with fome concern what 
that Religion was? to whom the Lord Shaftes- 
bury ftrait reply'd, Madam, wife men never tell. And 
indeed, considering how dangerous it is made to 
tell the truth, tis difficult to know when any man 
declares his real fentiments of things* I have of* 
ten, I confels, read of defircs to iome*. and defi- 
ances to others (not tolerated by the Laws) to 
produce their arguments : but this was* in other 
words, defiring them to get themfelves difgrae'd 
or punifh'd5 deprived or excommunicated. Nay, 
I have read of invitations to Heretics, Deifts* and 
Atheifts, to fpeak above-board 5 and heard it much 
lamented, that the books of fuch were formerly 
deftroy'd, or that they are not fuffcr'd now to 
write : becaufe Truth wou'd therby triumph the 
more, andthefe unfortunate men be the more eafily 
rcclaim'd. Many of thofe who expreft fuch dc- 
fires, having been very good men,, wou'd be not 
a .little forry if the others had comply 'dj when 
they found they had drawn thtm into a fnare$ 
out of which they cou'd not extricate them : and 
as for thofe whole invitations tend to decoy and 
trepan, they mull be left totheconfciencc of their 
own bafe defigns j as the perfons deluded by them* 
ought to fufferunpity'dfor their folly. Now if it 
be a defirable thing to have the Truth told with- 
out diiguize, there's but one method to procure 
fuch a blefling. Let all men freely fpeak what they 
think, without being ever branded or funiflfd but 
for wicked praSlifes, and leaving their fpeculative 
opinions to be confuted or approved by whoever pleafes : 
then you are fure to hear the whole truth, and 

till 
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tilt then but very fcantifyj 6r obfcurely, if at iff- 
Till then,- 1 fay, Tranfubftantiation Will in oiie 
country be profeft, by fuCh who believe it a* liti* 
tie, as many do the ktbanajtun Creed in another 
country. But what dp I talk of this or that 
country, when examples in all countries are num- 
bcrlefs? nor wiH the iaft in our own be that of a 
certain Do&or, who wrote D*$r*//i«Efoterically, 
and Exoterically preaeh'd a Sermon. In this ftate 
of things, while liberty in ks full extent is rtiore 
to be wifli'd than expc&ed, and that thro human 
weaknefs people will preferr their repofe, fame, 
or preferments, before fpeaking of Truth > there 
is neverthelefs one observation left us, wherby to 
make a probable judgement of the fincerity of o* 
thers in declaring their opinions. Tis this. When 
a man maintains wbafs cmmonly belm/d, or pro- 
fej/es what's publicly injoirid^ it is not always afure 
rule that be /peaks what he thinks: but when befe* 
rioufly maintains the contrary of what's by law efta« 
hlijb'd) and openly declares fdr what moft others op* 
poje^ then there's a ftrong frefumtion that he utters 
his mind. Yet even this obfervation may be found 
to fail, unlefs.fuii and impartial Liberty obtains; 
which I cou'd ftiow, were this a place for it, to 
be yery confifte&t with national Eftabliftiments. 
But to give in one perfon an example of liberty 
and referve, of external and internal do&rines, an 
ample profeflion of fpeaking What he thinks, and 
an ,abfolute uncertainty whether he does fo or not, 
I fhall bring S y n fe s 1 u s here on the ftage. He 
was a man of high quality and bright parts, who, 
from a Heathen Philofopher of the Platonift (eft, 
became Bifliop of Ptolemais in the beginning of 
the fifth century. By that time Bifhops were 
come to be minifters of ftate, rather than ovcr- 
fecr$ of their flocks 5 which made the Epifcopatc 
a place of great honof afcd authority, but fabjedfc 

to 
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to muoti fatigue and fenvy* Nor is it to be for- 
gpty that; the better to carry on the Chriitian 
caufe, which needed nb fuch arts; men of efta- 
blifh'd reputation were not onely courted to be 
Clergymen, but accepted upbn very eafy terms^ 
as to their Chriftianity it felf. Among thefe S y- 
ne si us, is hot theleaft remarkable. He, was 
by nature averfe to bufinefs, and by Philofophy 
much addicted to contemplation : yet he was con- 
lecratedaBiihop whether he wou'd or not; about 
the Year 4.10,; a thing he frequently deplores. In 
how many of his Letters does he lament, that; Epiii. ii; 
being jriade aBifhop, he was involv'd in fecukr *3»5"7» 6 7» 
iaffiiirS? hdw pathetically does he fet forth^ what Z) /° S * 
a hard thing it was, to pierfuade him to jenter in- 
to Orders ? how boldly does he own, that he wifti'd 
for death; fooiftr than to change his Philofophi- 
fcal for an Epifcopil life ? hciw often; ho^ ear- 
neftly; does he beg to be difcharg'd from his of^ 
iice ? With what ingenuity does he declare; that be- 
ing by education a Heathen; 4nd by pfofefton a 
Philbfopher* every thing went ^rong with him, 
fince he prefum'd to ferve at the Altar ? Particu- 
larly, in a Letter to his friend Q ly m fc i u s^ he Epift. $f] 
allures him* that if the Epifcopiate fhou'd prove 
*ny hindrance to his Philofophy, he woii'd quit 
his Diocefe; abjure his Orders, and, remove into 
Greece. All this; fome will fey; fhows his in- 
dolence or his humility i but is nothing to your 
fubjeft; of the Exoteric and Efoteric Fbilofopby. 
Thefe Gentlemen will change their note; when 
they learn that Synesius was made a Bithop, 
tho he was pot a Chriftian, arid fo niuft needs 
preach what he did not believe, This nevcrthelefs 
is literally tnie, tinlete a man be dcem'd a Chri- 
ftian, who 4jsbelieves the iinriiediate creation of the 
foul, the End of the world, and the Rcfurre&ioii 
bf the dead. In a long Letter to his brother, he Epift. ior; 

H exprefles 
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expre&es his avcrfioa to the Croficr otx diycrfe 
accounts, being led by inclination rather to conr 
tinue in the modefty of Philofophy, than to be 
elevated to the grandeur of Epifcopacy > and fear- 
ing left the latter fhou'd fpoil the former, by 
Had. making him proud and arrogant. He appears 
mod loath to auk his wife, which he pcoteus he 
will ntit do > out wishes to have, many children 
by her, as two or three he had* But this is not 
Ibid. alL THs difficiflt^ fays he, or rather abfolutely 
itnpaffibk) to unfettk thofe doftrines, which 9 by the 
means of knowledge^ are rooted in the foul to a de- 
monftration. Bus you know, continues he, that 
Philofophy is diametrically oppojite to the common 
doSrimu Well : what were thofe doftrines he 
cou'd not digeft? Verily^ lays he, IJhallnever be 
He Belief perfuadedjhat the Soul had no being before the boiy\ 
tmxifimu. jfiau not.profefs, that the PForld, and aU its parts 
fhall perijb together > the threadbare do&rine of the 
Refitrre&ien I conceive to denote fomthing [acred and 
fecret) but am very farr from approving the preju- 
dices if the vulgar* They are not, you foe, tri- 
vial or indifferent jpoints at which he boggles: 
and fince the Refiirreftion of the dead, was 
one of the articles eflentially required to be bc- 
liev'd by thofe. that were baptiz'dj how was it 
poffible he cou'd be reckoned a Chriftian, how- 
ever he might, as things went then, be a very 
«od. id. good Btfhop ? His memory fiuPd Photius, 
when he writes it was in an Epiftle to Theo- 
philus, that Synesius deny'd the Reftir- 
re&ion, wheras it was in this to his brother: or 
perhaps he did it alfo in a Letter to that Patriarch 
of Alexandria, which is fince loft. The fome 
Ibid. PfiOTtus plainly aflerts, that, tho perfifting in 
his denial of the Refurre6tion, they ordain'd Sy- 
nesius Bifhop* not doubting but fo good a 
man, endowed with fuch uacoaunon vertues, wouM 

fooner 
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fooner or later believe this dofoine. This is like 
thofe matches concluded by covetous parents, 
between young people who do not greatly care 
for each other v leeuring a good fortune firft, and 
not doubting but love will come after. They 
are however commonly miftaken in their ppUtics. 
But Photius, feveral hundred years posterior IM - 
to Synesi vs r averrs that he eafily came into 
the belief of the Rcfurre£fcion,< after he wa6 made v 
aBifhop. The fone things are attb reported by 
Eva g r iv s* It may well be that he did fe,' and Lib. i.eap. 
it may as well be that he did not ; for, inj the J r* 
fore-cited Letter to hishrofher, he^roundly de- Eptft. 10/, 
clares, that it may fomtimes be expedient to ly, 
in order to do good * exa£t philofophical truth 
not being neceflary for the vulgar, who may re- 
ceive hurt from their knowlegc. Wherfore^ fays Ibid. 
he, if this method be tonfifient with the rights of the 
Epifcopal dignity ', I may be confecrated. I Jh all free- 
ly philofophize at home^ and tell fables alroad; nei- 
ther teaching nor unteaching, but fuffering people to 
live in their prejudices.' He repeats this rule over 
and over. Notwithstanding this allow'd liberty 
among Philofophers, he calls God and men to 
witnefs, that, if his Epifcopal charge requires o- 
therwife, he will not faifly represent do&ines. 
So farr, fo good. This refolution likewife he 
more than once repeats in the iirongeft terms, if 
fwearing by GO© be fc. His reluctance to quit Ibid, 
his arms, his Jfoifes, and his deareft docs, I pafs 
over as trifles, in refpe& of his other obje&ions. 
But why, forac may (ay, will you not acquiefee 
in his laft refolution ? I anfwer, becaufe he teaches 
«mc to do otherwife: for in all his works, as well 
thofe he wrote after he"was made Bifhop as be- 
fore, he inculcates, explains, and praifes the di- 
ftinftion of the Exoteric andEfotetic dollrine. This, 
I fay, he does every where : ahd cfpccially where 

H x he 
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Epift. 143. he largely and earneftly advifes his friend Her- . 
culanius to conceal his philofophical tenets, 
which he profefles to do himfelf $ aftd recom- 
mends to him for a direffcory, the Lettdr of Ly- 
s 1 s the Pythagorean to his condifciplc H ri> pa r- 
chuS) which we have cited above, and which 
he defires him frequently to perufe. From this 
particular account of Svnesius (of whom 
more clfwhere) no lefs than from the whole te- 
nor of this Dijirtation, it may be eafily Conceived; 
holv hard it is to come ^Truth your felf+ and 
bow dangerous a thing to publijh it to others \ 



FINIS. 
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